FB 14 


e° UR REFERENCE LIBRAR) eR ara 
Lake County WERITAGE 


VoL. a , No. 1 


PON OF LAKE COUNTY INDIANA INC. 


1 AA 

—. Sa ATG 

Ze 
NN ¥. 


h * : 
¢ ZN “ 


AMERICAN WAYNE'S LEGION 
1779 1793-1795 


Historical Association of Lake County Indiana Inc. 


AS roclaim liberty on F 15, 1975" 
throughout the land 
unto all the 

inhabitants thereof” 
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A BICENTENNIAL BIBLIOGRAPHY FEB 131975 7693547 = 963-8350 
REFERENCE LIBRARY 
Bicentennial U.S.A_ PUBLIC LIBRA 
aye yore dime 394.2684 = “ark M. Boatner, II! 917.3033 


A comprehensive study of commemora- 
tive celebrations and why they exist with 
special treatment of the coming Bicenten- 
nial. Gives an overview of possible activi- 
ties. 


ica’ irthday; a planning and activit 


gnide. 
eoples Bicentennial 
Commission 
Details a series of programs designed 
to involve various segments of the commu- 
nity in political change relating to Revolu- 
tionary ideals. Includes material on record- 
ing local history and community organiza- 
tion. 


394.2684 


Hoosier Minuteman 

IARBC Periodical Collection 
Newsletter of the Indiana American 

Revolution Bicentennial Commission. 

Gives information on local planning and 

activities. 


United States of America 1776 - 1976 
ARBC Pamphlet File 


Official documents of the American 
Revolution Bicentennial Commission. 
Notes nationwide activities and gives 
some program suggestions. 


iscovery and Redi 
Institute of Government 
Research 
Relates science activities and programs 
to the Bicentennial. Many suggestions for 
impressive displays. 


Pamphlet File 


America’s First Centennial Celebration 
David B. Little 973.3311 
A description of the activities at 
Lexington and Concord in 1875. 


ow to Plan and Conduct a Bicentennial 
Celebration 
A. Nathan 394.2684 
Full instructions for staging a pageant 
designed specifically for the Bicentennial. 


Lists for each state sites where activity 
took place during the War years. Might pro- 
vide ideas for commemorative activities in 
Indi ana. 


Department of Housing Pamphlet File 
and Urban Development 
Describes preservation activities in 
various communities and gives guidelines 
for local programs. 


Mary W. Cohn Pamphlet File 

Surveys attitudes toward preservation 

and its relevence to the ‘‘Heritage '76’’ 
theme of the Bicentennial. 


Collecting and Using Local History 
Marcia Muth Miller Indiana Pamphlets 


A how-to book giving instructions on 
compiling and preserving local history 
collections. 


Pageants; their presentation and production 
Anthony Parker 791.6 


Tells how to produce a pageant with all 
the practical details: fund raising, paper- 
work, costumes, set, lighting, writing, etc. 


Vaughn's Parade and Float Guide 
L.F. Vaughn 791.6 


How to organize a parade, including 
details of float design. 


Songs of '76 
Oscar Brand 784.719 
What they were singing in 1776: words 
and music. 


lution; a sel 


ing list 
United States Library 
of Congress 
A reading list designed for use during 
the Bicentennial. Provides an introduction 
to the enormous quantity of material writ- 
ten on the Revolution. 


Pamphlet File 


HISTORICAL & MILITARY ART ILLU 
AND PAINTINGS 
BY 
ERNEST LISLE REEDSTROM 


: western United States. While studyieg Forestry 


@ ARTIST 
@ RESEARCHER 
@ COLLECTOR 


Especially directed to the Art Editor or 
Director; this brochure is to introduce to you 
Ernest (Lisle) Reedstrom. Perhaps you have 
already met him imme wey, by having seen his 
work before. 

One of the nation’s foremost historical and 
outdoor artist, Reedstrom’s illustrations and 
paintings have appeared in prominent publi- 
cations and locations throughout the United 
States. Distinguished not only by his unique 
style, but by attention to detail and historical 
accuracy. A very important quality for presen- 
tation to today’s sophisticated audience. 

The accuracy of Reedsitrom’s work stems 
primarily from his very real and very active 
interest in his subjects. He has a wealth of 
personal knowledge and research material on 
all of his specialties, topped off by ‘his own 
collection of guns, uniforms and memorabilia 
of the American frontier. His Custer collection 
alone is considered to be the finest and must 
complete private compendium extant. This col- 
lection was recently featured at the Harris Bank 
of Chicago for the 90th Anniversary of 
“Custer’s Last Stand”. 

Not an “armchair expert,” either, he spent 
many years working and studying in the 
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ERNEST LISLE REEDSTROM 


- 


at Acizone State College, Reedstrom spent his 


\ spare time prespecting or working as a semch. 


hand. This also geve him an epperhunty to 
befriend many “old timers,” whose. tales of the 
old west, as eye witnesses, axciled his interest 
even mere. I! was the fragménts of hiftory -- 
buttons, coins, old wagons, guns.anmd such that 
he found while seeking the fabled “Lost Dutch- 
man,” that started the fine collection ke owns 
today. “. ; “ - 

Reedstrom’s formai art beckground started 
at an early age. He became a full-time student 
at the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts, the Art 
Institute of Chicago, and thea the Arizona 
School of Art. More than once since that time, 
® painting or illustration “grubstaked” an 
expedition. 

He has worked in the advertising field and 
as a freelance iflustrator since thal time, plus 
several years as a “ghost” artist for the Walt 
Ditzen cartoon, “Fan fare,” syndicated in 101 
newspapers. His work has appeared on and 
between the covers of leading national mage- 
zines in the outdoor field such as Arizona 
Wildlife & Sportsman Magazine, Gun Digesi, 
zine and in books by well-known publishers 
as Frederick Fell Book Publisher & Rand 
McNalley. He has, on many occasions, worked 
closely with wgiters on books and articles thet 
he has illustrated; adding his own knowledge 


and reference works to those of the writer for 
8 really fine finished product. This writer, tow, ' 


has had more fen one occasion to “ct-op” 
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- CEDAR LAKE, INDIANA 46303 


Area Code 219 — 365-5447 


EAN Seanetay 


Jey Charles 
(Tech. and historical author} 
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Demaree’s Colonial Furniture Tne. 


1219 SHEFFIELD AVENUE ° DYER, INDIANA 46311 
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OUR EARLY AMERICAN HERITAGE SHOULD BE CHERISHED AND PRES :®V=D 


BY EVERY MEANS POSSIBLE - MIT IS THE THING THAT HAS MADE US 
THE GREAT NATION THAT WE ARE, 


WE ARE NOW IN A WAVE OF NOSTALGIA WITH OUR THOUGHTS AND 
ACTIONS RETURNING TO OUR GREAT AND NOBLE PAST. 


WE AT DEMAREE'S BELI=SVS IN THIS WHOLZHEARTEDLY = SO MUCH 

SO, THAT EVERY TIME WE FURNISH A HOME IN AUTHENTIC COLONIAL 
DESIGNS, WE FSEL THAT WE HAVE CONTRIBUT:D TO THE PRESERVATION 
OF OUR AMERICAN TRADITIONS, 


The Liberty Bell... 


‘arden of 


we 


This exact replica of the Liberty Bell, 
was purchased by Chapel Lawn Memorial 
Gardens in hopes of reawakening the Spint 
of Liberty and Patriotism and giving 
Americans an opportunity to hear how the 
original Liberty Bell sounded. 

Chapel Lawn welcomes your inquiries 
and comments conceming the Liberty Bell. 
Groups or organizations interested in 
obtaining the bell either for use in parades 
or merely for display should contact The 
Chapel Lawn office — 931-4520. When not 
traveling the bell may be seen at Chapel 
Lawn Memorial Gardens. Visitors are wel- 
come from dawn to dusk throughout the week. 


Freedom 


As part of the Bicentennial Celebration 
in 1976, the Liberty Bell will become a 
permanent exhibit at Chapel Lawn Memorial 
Gardens. Housed in a replica of the cupola 
of Independence Hall, the bell will be the 
central feature of the park’s Garden of 
Freedom. 


For complete information call or write: 


CHAPEL LAWN MEMORIAL GARDENS 
8000 Cline Avenue 
Schererville, Indiana 46375 


Telephone: 931-4520 


Geroxce Rocers CLARK 


The English colonists in America wanted to have their own government. 
They did not like the English King and his laws. In 1775 they started a war 
for their freedom which was 
called the American Revolu- 
tion. George Washington led 
the American soldiers in the 
war. Many battles were fought 
in the East, but one battle was 
fought in Indiana. 

George Rogers Clark, a 
soldier from Kentucky, 
planned to free Indiana, Ohio, 
Illinois, and Michigan from 
the English. He is often called 
the George Washington of the 
West. In the summer of 1778 
he led a small army through 
the wilderness to the English 
fort at Kas-kas-ki-a in Illinois. 
He took the English by sur- 
prise and easily captured the 
fort. Then he sent a Catholic . 
priest, Father Gibault, to talk — =» ae We 5. 1779. a 
with the French people at Vin- 
cennes. France had joined the colonists in America in their war against England, 
so the French people at Vincennes were persuaded to join the Americans against 
the English. 

When the English soldiers at Detroit heard this, they were angry. They 
marched down to Vincennes and took possession of it. George Rogers Clark was 
determined to win the town away from the English troops. In the middle of 
winter he and his little army started from Kaskaskia towards Vincennes. They 
had to wade across rivers and swamps. They could carry only a few supplies 
and had to sleep on the ground. They could not find enough to eat. After 
seventeen days of marching they came in sight of Vincennes. Clark surprised 
the English soldiers in the fort at night. After many hours of fierce fighting, 
the English troops came out and surrendered. 

By Clark’s victories all the land north of the Ohio River became part of the 
United States. The three old French forts in Indiana became American posts. 
Clark’s soldiers were given land in southern Indiana in 1784, after the war. They 
were the first Americans to settle in Indiana. The town of Clarksville was built 
by them. 


~~ ° Tag . 
; 4 > ‘ 
— Pa pee eS A ee Se 


Published by the Indiana Historical Bureau, State Library and Historical Building, Indianapolis 4. Edited 
by Professor Joy M. Lacey, Indiana State Teachers College. Picture on page 5 from mural in St. Joseph County 


Court House; cut on page 7 courtesy of Mrs. William M. Reser. 
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THE 
LAKE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 


EMINENTLY WORTHY 
OF PRESERVATION 


/ 
THE LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA COURTHOUSE | A: 


The Court House, located in Crown Point, Indiana, has been 
since its erection in 1878 a landmark in Lake County. For many 
years it has been the most massive structure in breadth and 
height, constructed by early settlers, that can be seen for miles 
on top of the continental divide. The Court House portrays a 
type of architecture of the Victorian Period which has made for 


; @ most interesting combination of Romanesque and Georgian 


styles. It has created a sort of quasi-military effect in 
appearance. 

In early days the farmers held “‘horse sales”. The horses were 
tethered to a chain fence around the Court House square. Those 
who drove a longer distance to purchase produce of any kind in 
those days of barter and exchange also hitched their 
horse-drawn vehicles to the same chain fence around the Court 
House. 

The Court House is unquestionably a familiar landmark and 
rich in historical associations. On October 7, 1896 William 
Jennings Bryan, the silver tongued orator, addressed the citizens 
of Lake County when he was campaigning for the United States 
Presidency and stressed the importance of free silver. 

The Court House enlarged in 1907-09 depicts an age which 
reflects the development and growth of Lake County. It mirrors 
the changing role of local government in Hoosier life. This 
period reflects the great economic of the oil industry 
started by John D. Rockefelller and the beginning of the steel 
mills by Judge Elbert Gary, making the Calumet Region one of 
the great industrial regions of the world. 

Dr. David R. Hermansen, Professor of Architecture and 
Planning, at Ball State University and noted authority on 
historical buildings in the State of Indiana, stated: ““The Lake 
County Court House is without question the finest architectural 
expression in Indiana. It is a major monument, and in my 
estimation, the most significant building in Lake County”. 

Indiana became a state in 1816. In 1837, Lake County was 
formed. Counties were said to have been laid out on the basis of 
the ability of a resident in an outlying corner to drive to the 
county seat with a horse, pay his taxes and get back home the 
same day. Lake County is 16 miles wide and 36 miles long. 

The first permanent settler Solon Robinson and Mariah 
Evans Robinson his wife, and family, arrived in October 1834 
near Crown Point. Crown Point, the county seat, was founded in 
1834 and incorporated in 1868. Solon Robinson deeded the 
major portion of the real estate on which the Court House 
stands. In his conveyance, he clearly provided for “this land to 
be used for a public square. . . 

The National Park Service of the United States Department 
of Interior has placed the Lake County Court House on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
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~ THE LAKE COURT HOUSE FOUNDATION, INC. 


P.O. Box 556 Crown Point, Indiana 46307 
Wilbur Heidbreder, 141 N. Grant Street 
Phone (219) 663-2234 
PURPOSES: 


a) To preserve and maintain the Lake County Circuit Court 
House buildings and grounds as a historical building~ ~*~ ™ 
a historical landmark. — 

b) To organize, promote and operate it as a multi-pu 
center. 

c) To co-operate with, to contribute and to provide services 
and physical facilities for Lake County, Indiana. 

d) To acquire, furnish and maintain the Lake County Circuit 
Court House building as a cultural center. To promote, 
establish and conduct enterprises within said building for 
the purpose of providing support and maintenance of said 
foundation and building. To do all other things permitted 
by law which would be proper and incidental to achieving 
the purposees and objects of the foundation. 


OFFICERS 
WOME SUUONEE 6 kis os cvisicwicasicccanesineansi President 
PUES. TPR as coe atcresawane awe mees dis Vice President 
NR AND 2 sca seniieind pap rae wmee ba Sae eR Secretary 
NS TINGE 5 iii cscs torsica ees cen ce mdenns So Treasurer 


The Lake County Court House Foundation, Inc., is 
incorporated under the laws of the State of Indiana as a 
non-profit community trust owned and operated by thousands 
of citizens of Lake County. The Foundation is an outgrowth of 
the Lake County Courthouse Preservation Committee, to be 
credited with starting the “Save Your Courthouse” campaign in 
1971. poke. P 

The funds for preserving and restoring the exteric d 
interior of this great structure are to be paid for by 
subscription — a grass roots endeavor. 

The campaign for contributions is now under way and as 
as the remaining legal entanglements are completed, the 
renovation and repair projects will get under way. 

All contributions are Tax Deductible. 
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saving the Lake County Courthouse, 


"Reports and Papers of Lake County Indiana Historical Association, 
1934 to 1966" by Avis Brown and Mary Lou Vanderlaan, divided into 


5 year periods covering the reports and programs of the association, 
with added features @ $6.00 per copy. ; g 


Volume XII has been compiled and published pursuant to a 
resolution made at the 1959 annual meeting of the Association. 


_ The Constitution as adopted in 1903 has been the general 
directive. At the annual meeting, September 1, 1951, Articles 
1, 3, 4, 5, were amended to up-date the interests. August 29, 
1959, Article 1 was amended to read “THE HISTORICAL AS- 
SOCIATION OF LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA.” After a 
kindly discussion the unanimous vote was given to delete from 
the official name the words “The Old Settlers and.” 


What we say and do today becomes the history of tomor- 
row. Each generation increases the pace of living. Life has 
become a fanatical race. The Old Settlers enjoyed the pleasure 
of rural surroundings, the Historical Association is intricately 
involved in a seething county-wide urban community. Lake 
County is recognized as the greatest industrial region in the 
world. It has become a network of highways, railroads and 
air-communications of every kind. 


The duty of the historical secretary is to present an an- 
nual report and at the end of each five year period to compile 
said reports and all material of local historical interest and 
issue a publication. Volume XI, the Centennial edition was 
produced in 1934. Volume XII incorporates the intervening 
years. The format of this volume presents each period as a 
chapter, with the exception of the last one, which is for two 
years, 1965-1966. 


The Historical Association of Lake County participated in 
the state wide celebration of the Indiana Sesquicentennial, 
April 19-December 11, 1966. This account is a desirable cli- 
max for the long and tedious task of assembling in chronologi- 
cal order and the editing of these valuable manuscripts. It 
has been time consuming but equally rewarding. We ask par- 
don for errors and omissions that may have been made. Some 
of the records were incomplete in regard to dates; we hope 
that assignments of stories are within the period of time the 
program was presented. We sincerely appreciate the fine co- 
operation of the officers and the contributors who have made 
it possible to produce Volume XII. Thus is the heritage from 
the mid twentieth century life in Lake County, Indiana. 


Mrs. JOSEPH E. BROWN, 
Historical Secretary. 
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